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hen T tzawel, I am nanally one of two sebves
Traveling with fuends tends to kick up the
lugh-#nergy, hivper-social self: bonncing avonnd
town, shanng happy hour apps with fellow travelers and a 3

am. eygar ourside with the bovs, The connter-extreme, most
vivid for unaccompanied adventires, is move self-indulgent and
mrrospective; wandering out of the hotel when the day ealls,
taking whatever streets lock the most interesting, a collection of
entdoor patios plaving host 1o ny Kindle and thres o'clock mam
and coke, and evenings that tum-in early or turn into the mpglie
door of a poetry slam or hnsky aconstie ser. Traveling alone o
traveling with vour compadres are both the best if you bald
ponar funed beanufolly and choose vour fruends—and hotels—

wisely,

The W Loz Angeles-West Beverly Hills Hotel is one of two W
Hotels in Los Angeles {along with a West Hollywood location, and
another coming o dowmtown in 2019 and an casis for either type
of taveler yon'ed like 1o e, Then recent 523 midlon renovation
shows in all the nght places: water cascades beneath yon as yon
aseend the front sturs; a 12-foor water wall, reflecting ever-
chianging projections, greets vou as you enter; a central oasis tucks
away signamice W Living Room seatng belund wave-like walls; np a
fenwr levels, big brght snites boast more desk space than yow home
office and a bed vou will want to (and canly puechase for your own
master suite; four in-honze bars and restaurants—inclnding the
sultey and esteemed STR—mean going out can be an elevator

ride away; and their pool deck, WET, sprawls out with a footprint
a8 Lig as the hotel wselt) They don't make hotels in LA like thus

ANTIore.

With sprawling city views from my sute on the Afteenth Hoor

(one of fve smute stvles of waly nEngens—and, T st say,

thoughtful—desizn). the wet deck below feels more like Cabo than
central LA, Where another hotel might have stacked vp 300 moce
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rooms, the W protected their leafy, sechuded
pool, ronnded ont by eleven privaze cabanas,
founge chairs bathed in all-dar sunshine, and

an evemng mneary of s and dance-offs
Between the poo! and vine-covered hotel, a
ocky waterfall Hows down to the coversd
outdoor patio of The Backyard, the Wi
poolade restanvant and baz Gingerbread French
toast drenched i spiced maple svrap and meaty
sanclwiches with heel fries Al the plates here,
and if vou eat anything like me (eight times a
day and wantng to oy everyilung), they can

be a shared affair. O, opt for breakfast in bed
from room service (senonsly, do this at least
one morning) and just come down for a little
Enut Vonnegur and a few morning Mimesas

The pool hostess radiates the kind of good,

anthenne eneqgy that can Kick a pood mormng
into a marvelous afternoon. A place 15 anly as
good as the people behind at, and it's worth
mentioning that this truth is one that not only
powers the W West Beverdy Hills" five-sta
status, but also leaves you thirsty for more every

mine vou roll out of late check-ont
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One of my favorite things about W Hotels is their highly
accessible, full-time W Inuder, Be warmed: vou'll mmmediately
want to be best friends. At the W West Beverly Hills, AMelissa

is vour go-to gid if vou want more out of LA than the world-
renowned hotspots of the citv. She’s like a conclerge thats tuned
into the front edge of whats happening—new restancants, 1-
and-coming districts, the cool before anyone else starts calling it
g0, Whether vou're new as morming dew 1o the area or yon Know
LA like the hours of AcConnells. 1f you're reading this before
the confettt cannons have fired into the New Year, December

is the perfect time to discover what’s coming up, right now:

Bead on, for what are we here for bur to bring vou the best of

evervthings

If ‘a shoppmg day was in vour stars, throw on a pair of
Balenciaga lugh-tops, mobile-order a car and a latre, and treat
yourself to an afternoon on Robertzon Boulevard, just a

1 2-minnte dirve from the W Lost Angeles-
West Beverly Hills Hotel. If voure looking for
soumething more low-kew, Melissa recommernds
checking out Meltose Place—and ves, that’s
Flace. Tust a few punutes fether on, Alexander
BeOnueen, Marni, Isabel MMarant, and the
expertly curated cosmetics of Vicler Grey, aze
just a few of the names nestled along the tree-

lLined street

Also awesome: split a sute at the Wowith
friends, and make the super-quick trip out to
brunch amidst the artisan market and Edizon
bulbs at Farmshop in Santa Monica—and
because I care abour you, I am going o
serionsly recommend the buttermilk biscuit
with blackberry preserves, fra’mam ham,
and eggs with a side of bacon. Santa Monica
is mce, ot vow've been there, For another
neighhodiood yon can explore from sunrise
o sunset (my forthest recommencdation from
the W at eight miles), try West Jrod Street
tor a distrier of all-day diang, driaking, and
shopping, or just scoot a bit down the coast
afrer binnch to the younger, more pib-plenty Abbot
Finney in Venice (Melissa recommends Gjelinal).
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Soor, happy hour will be calling and E.P and L in West
Haoltyweod luas all that stong-Tights-over-fire-pits vile and sy
dual-bar glory (LP and the more secluded Frankie's) yon want
enrof a ooftop bag, witl an Asian eatng house below (EP)
Serving up their dishes family style, with a menn rooted in Thai
cmsing with overtones of Clunese, Finan, Viemamese, and
Califorman, its a perfect place to host the whele crew and a great
way fo expand vonr entoncage for 4 mglit agonnd tewen, Ples, it's
mst a4 153-mirmte Uher nde back to the hotel. For other eats, we
Tawe 1t From o goodd soncee to make o eservation at Mande or
Hinok and the Bird, both in Century City. At Aaude, the dining
OO SEAEs TNET THrey- five annd a 5L|.J:.§lP -.ngre—:hﬂn LIEPILes A
monthly menn of nine tasting plates. This monthy Black winter

rnffles of Pergord

If venr're lookmng for musee, ty Plane Bacm Hollrwood o
Spaghettini in Beverly Hills. There is nothing, I repeat, nothing,
ke Bobbing to good muse and good vibes wlule leasorely
lapping np your top-pick of poison in the back of a bar. The W
niderstands thus all too well and has pereeprively given ns tew
Living Room Bar stocked with Rendition, 4 free monthly music
senes inspared by The Weeknd (need T say more). No key cad
requured, Rendition ivites guests and savvy locals alike into

the Late-might vibes and smooth nines of the Lwving Room Bax,
well-equipped for both the intimate gathering of old and new
acquamtances as well as ordenng a suagls donble to vour pllowsd
arm chair. The ceiling is & colortul, pulsating canopy of backlit
senlptuges that look Like a glovenye hecd of stngrays reclhueally a
fever of stingravs, if vou're wondering) nding the waves of each
miellorw Bear, Like the stgray, tlus place feels a little bit lidden,
nestled into & cool inderground landscape, waiting just under

the snrface to be discovered as the strong, smooth anthonty

on being badass that it oualr 1=, David Bran Hars s plaving

an encore to an mbinate fll hovse of mostdy Millennals, with
some good -looking Gen Xers. Someone haz ordered a round of
reguila shots, and suddenly we're throwing one back wirth Mz,

Harn= himself: Thiz is not your parents’ hotel bar,

Acrozs the lobby there is a place that iz also not rour daddy’
steakhonge: STK is a steakhouse designed for a guls” mght ont
The décor is dark and edgy with a full wall of white bullhorn
senlpmices, a 1T deops beats every might, salads are as good as
evervthing else on the memy, the hxnnons melt-in-your-monuth
MEAT pertions are proportionately poctioned, and veal lu, all
these warters are way handsome. Nothing ke topping off a
weekend with Maine lobster in hegh butter, hearts of romame
in parmesan lemon dressing, mac and cheeze, 3 medinm-rare
petite filer with Béarmaise sance, a long hot shower, and a kng-
sized bed that hngs you into sweet dreams. It vouw're skipping
thie Sundar msh and domng a Samwday evenug of Santa Barbara
wine, the triple-enzyme oxygen facial at Bliss Spa on the W
second foor will have vou glowing by the nme vou geach the
Funk Zone; the Bliss mazsage and a stop at their brownie bar
shomld kesp von calm to vonr core throngh the res1 of the
weekend.

Playing where vou're staving is a simple, wonderful pleasue
never to be mnderrated wihule i the vastness of oo lagest
neighbor. Whatever type of travel is calling you down the coast,
whenever you feel the pull towapds a theee-conrse breakfast in
bed, girds” night out without stepping outside, or & shopping
spree i the newest negghborhood, thers’s o W Hotel nestled st

west of Beverly Hills waiting to welcome yon, #*
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